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   After careful consideration, we 
have decided to move forward with 
an in-person dinner meeting this 
month… WELCOME BACK! 
   Tonight’s guest speaker, Dr. Brad 
Keefer, is an active living historian 

of the Civil War and colonial periods. He has reenacted with Company B, 8th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, since 1989 and participated as an interpretive NPS volunteer at 
Gettysburg National Military Park, Antietam National Battlefield, and Appomattox 
Court House National Military Park. An Associate Professor of History at the Kent 
State University Ashtabula campus, he is the author of Conflicting Memories on the 
River of Death: The Chickamauga Battlefield and the Spanish-American War, 1863-
1933 (Kent State University Press, 2013) along with chapters on “Civil War 
Reenacting and the Lost Cause” (2020), “Archibald McGregor and the Newspaper 
War of Words in Canton, Ohio, 1861-1864” (2012), and “Collective Memory, Civil 
War Reenacting, and Battlefield Preservation” (2012) in a variety of edited volumes. He is currently working on a 
regimental history of the 104th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
   In the summer of 1863, the Army of the Ohio, led by Ambrose Burnside, invaded East Tennessee and seized the 
pro-Union city of Knoxville. After capturing the fortress at Cumberland Gap, the army (which included the 103rd 
and 104th Ohio, along with Stark County native Orlando Poe) settled into a pleasant occupation duty that lasted 
until early November. That month, Confederate forces led by James Longstreet attempted to destroy Burnside’s 
army and recapture the city. The short siege climaxed with an unsuccessful attack on Fort Sanders, which led to a 
long, grueling winter guarding the town and nearby countryside from the still active rebel army. 
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THE KNOXVILLE CAMPAIGN 

Safety protocols for 
in-person meetings 

   Please rest assured that A La Cart 
Catering is following all state and 
federal guidelines related to group 
events and social distancing. 
   Effective April 12 and continuing 
each month until further notice, we 
will be adhering to the following 
protocols for in-person meetings: 
   ~All attendees shall wear masks 
except when eating or drinking. 
   ~A La Cart will supply hand sani-
tizer. 
   ~Tables will be placed six feet 
apart with approximately six place 
settings per table. 
   ~Dinner will still be served buffet 
style; however, A La Cart staff will 
place the food on your plate… there 
will be no touching of food or serv-

ing utensils by attendees. 
   ~The monthly book raffle has been 
suspended until further notice. 
   Thanks for your understanding and 
cooperation. Hope to see you there! 
 

Spring 2021 tour: 
Grant moves South 

   Ready to get back into the field 
after a long… long break? Join our 
intrepid guides Dan Welch, Matt 
Atkinson, and Rob Orrison June 11-
13, 2021 as they follow the Army of 
the Potomac southward to North An-
na and Cold Harbor. This “campaign 
of missed opportunities” for Lee and 
Grant lead to some of the deadliest 
days in the Civil War. Sites include 
Jericho Mills, North Anna, Haw’s 
Shop, Totopotomoy Creek, Cold 
Harbor, and Yellow Tavern. 
   The cost of the tour is $60 per per-

son. The host hotel is the Quality Inn 
and Suites-Ashland. To book your 
room, call (804) 521-2377. Rates 
range from $85-$95 per night. 
 

MVCWRT member is 
downsizing collection 

   Are you looking for a scarce regi-
mental history or a rare book on your 
favorite battle? Ken Bandy is down-
sizing his personal Civil War collec-
tion of more than a thousand vol-
umes which he critically and loving-
ly assembled over more than 50 
years. He prefers that the books go 
to like-minded historians such as 
MVCWRT members. If there is a 
title or author you are looking for, 
call Ken at (330) 525-7080 and leave 
a message. He will return your call 
with specific details if he is able to 
assist. 
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