
Monday, November 9, 2020 @ 6:30 PM 
 

A La Cart Catering, 429 Lisbon Street, Canfield, Ohio 44406 
 

DAN MASTERS 
 

Revenge of the “Harpers Ferry Cowards” 

DATE: 
 

LOCATION: 
 

SPEAKER: 

      Our speaker tonight, Dan Masters, is a longtime 
student of the American Civil War and the proud 
descendant of four Union veterans. He graduated from 
the University of Toledo with a bachelor’s degree in 
communications and has written six books about the 
Civil War, including The Seneachie Letters: A 

Virginian Yankee in the 32nd Ohio Volunteer Infantry. A native of northwestern Ohio, Dan has 
written articles on all things Ohio in the Civil War for publications like 
America’s Civil War, Northwest Ohio History, and Maryland Historical 
Magazine. Additionally, he operates a blog entitled “Dan Masters’ Civil 
War Chronicles.” Check it out. 
     On September 15, 1862, the 32nd Ohio along with the entire 
garrison of Harpers Ferry was surrendered in the largest surrender of 
U.S. troops in American history up to that time. The regiment was 
paroled and sent to Camp Douglas in Chicago where they were greeted 
as the “Harpers Ferry Cowards.” Morale plummeted and the regiment 
devolved into a state of mutiny. In December 1862, the remnants of the 
regiment were sent to Camp Cleveland to reorganize, and in January 
1863 they joined Ulysses S. Grant’s army in its operations against 
Vicksburg. They were likewise given a rough welcome by Grant’s 
veterans due to their connection with Harper’s Ferry. But at Champion Hill on May 16, 1863, 
the 32nd Ohio redeemed itself in battle, capturing a Confederate battery and shedding the 
“Harpers Ferry Cowards” sobriquet. 

     After careful consideration, we have decided 
to move forward with a regular dinner meeting 
this month. Welcome back! Please rest assured 
that A La Cart Catering is following all state 
and federal guidelines related to group events 
and social distancing. 
     Effective on November 9 and continuing 
each month until further notice, we will be ad-
hering to the following new protocols: 
     1) All attendees shall wear masks except 
when eating or drinking. 

     2) A La Cart will supply hand sanitizer. 
     3) Tables will be placed six feet apart with 
approximately six place settings per table. 
     4) Dinner will still be served buffet style; 
however, A La Cart staff will place the food on 
your plate… there will be no touching of food 
or serving utensils by attendees. 
     5) The monthly book raffle has been sus-
pended until further notice. 
     Thank you for your understanding and co-
operation. We hope to see you there! 

MVCWRT returns to in-person format on November 9 

 

 
 

David Duchek, Editor / Publisher….....330.207.8810 
 

Gary Wholf, Program Director……….330.953.1965 
 

Hugh Earnhart, Reservations………..330.757.4727 
 

www.mahoningvalleycwrt.com 



“A Union that can only be main-
tained by swords and bayonets, 
and in which strife and civil war 
are to take the place of brotherly 
love and kindness, has no charm 
for me.” 

—Robert E. Lee 
 
“It is only those who have neither 
fired a shot nor heard the shrieks 
and groans of the wounded who 
cry aloud for blood, more venge-
ance, more desolation. War is 
hell.” 

—William Tecumseh Sherman 
 
“The Civil War created in this 
country what had never existed  

 
 
 
before—a national consciousness.   
It was not the salvation of the Un-
ion; it was the rebirth of the Un-
ion.” 

—Woodrow Wilson 
 
“The best leaders collect infor-
mation widely, listen to every-
body, and then decide by them-
selves.” 

—Ed Bearss 
 
“It was not well to drive men into 
final corners; at those moments 
they could all develop teeth and 

claws.” 
—Stephen Crane 

 
“Let me tell you what is coming. 
After the sacrifice of countless 
millions of treasure and hundreds 
of thousands of lives you may 
win Southern independence, but I 
doubt it. The North is determined 
to preserve this Union. They are 
not a fiery, impulsive people as 
you are, for they live in colder 
climates. But when they begin to 
move in a given direction, they 
move with the steady momentum 
and perseverance of an ava-
lanche.” 

—Sam Houston 

 Schedule of Speakers 
2020‐2021 Campaign 

 
December 14, 2020 

Jon-Erik Gilot 
Emerging Civil War 

“Western Virginia campaigns” 
 

January 11, 2021 
Michael Kraus 

Curator, Soldiers and Sailors Memorial 
Hall & Museum in Pittsburgh, PA 

Topic TBD 
 

February 8, 2021 
Tim Brooks 

MVCWRT member 
Topic TBD 

 
March 8, 2021 

Richard Schaus 
Author and Hugh G. Earnhart Award 

Recipient 
“Lee's Retreat from Gettysburg” 

 
April 12, 2021 
Brad Keefer 

History Professor, Kent State-Ashtabula 
Topic TBD 

 
May 10, 2021 
Mike Priest 

Author and Gettysburg Battlefield Guide 
“Archer's Brigade and The Iron Brigade” 

In Memoriam: Edwin Cole Bearss, 1923-2020 

     The Mahoning Valley Civil 
War Round Table recently lost a 
close friend. Edwin Cole 
Bearss, Chief Historian Emeri-
tus of the National Park Service, 
passed away on September 15, 
2020, at age 97. 
     Mr. Bearss served in the 
United States Marine 
Corps during World War II; he 
was severely wounded 
by Japanese machine gun fire 
during Allied operations in the 
Pacific Theatre. 
     He was a well-known mili-
tary historian, highly respected 
as an author, lecturer, and tour 
guide who specialized in 
the American Civil War and 
World War II. He served as 
Chief Historian of the National 
Park Service from 1981 to 1994 
and was sought-after for his 
guided tours. His booming voice 
and unique speaking style were 
unforgettable. 
     “Ed Bearss is the dean of 
Civil War studies,” said Hugh G. 
Earnhart, founder of the 
MVCWRT. “His landscape and 
terrain approach to battlefield 
tours was awesome.” 
     Mr. Bearss spoke to our 

round table twice in the past two 
decades, and some of our mem-
bers frequented his tours. 
     “His energy, passion, and 
knowledge for history and 
preservation were inspirational,” 
Earnhart said. 

“Nevins, Ca on, and “Nevins, Ca on, and 
Freeman… move over! Freeman… move over! 

Bearss will join theBearss will join the  
Civil War round table Civil War round table 

in the sky.”in the sky.”  
 

—Hugh G. Earnhart 


