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 “The Cleveland Sanitary Commission” 
     We are pleased to welcome Timothy M. Daley, 
Executive Director of the Cuyahoga County Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Monument, located on Public Square in downtown 
Cleveland. Tonight he will discuss the origins and history 
of the Cleveland Sanitary Commission. 
     Tim attended Cleveland State University where he 
earned a bachelor’s in Political Science in 1990. He went 

on to earn a master’s in History from John Carroll University in 2008. His thesis, “Meet Me at the Fair,” 
concerned the Northern Ohio Sanitary Fair which was held in Cleveland in February 1864 and produced 
a profit of $78,000 (more than $1.25 million in 2018) for local war relief. 
     Tim began his affiliation with the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument 
in 2002 as a docent and program leader. In October 2008 he became 
the Monument’s Executive Director. Passionate in his love of 
history, he considers himself truly fortunate to be a part of such a 
historical Civil War monument, which is a Victorian treasure in the 
heart of downtown Cleveland. 
     A lifelong student of history, Tim has been a Civil War 
antiquarian and lecturer since 1988. Engaged in the study, 
collection, and preservation of Civil War artifacts, he provides 
historical talks and living history presentations that include displays 
of period objects to numerous organizations. 
     Professionally Tim is affiliated with the American Association for State 
and Local History, Masonic Library & Museum Association, Ohio Local History Alliance, and the 
Northeast Ohio Inter-Museum Council, where as a past chair of the organization, he is currently serving 
as a member of the board. 
     Tim and his wife Mary Louise have been married for fifteen years and reside in Cleveland’s 
Collinwood community. 
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Rocco print raises $230 
 

The MVCWRT would like thank 
everyone who purchased tickets for 
the Keith Rocco print raffle held last 
month during the artist’s visit. The 
print was generously donated by 

Bob Schneider and the raffle raised 
$230. Keith Rocco himself drew the 

winning ticket: Tom Cummings. 

MVCWRT auction set for November meeting 
 

On display in October you can view these Civil War-related items set 
for auction in November: framed Lincoln photo from 1929; framed puz-

zle depicting Chamberlain on Little Round Top; three-volume history 
by William C. Davis; 12-volume “Voices of the Civil War” series; Lin-
coln tin; ceramic Lee and Grant whiskey decanters; Gettysburg 150th 
anniversary set (bullet, postage stamp, commemorative coin); 1,000-
piece Lincoln puzzle; MVCWRT logo hat; and MVCWRT logo shirt. 
Ticket sales and drawing will be held during the November meeting. 



By FRANK BARRETT 
     In the spring of 1863, 15-
year-old Henry Atwell 
enlisted in Knap’s Battery E 
of the 1st Pennsylvania Light 
Artillery. The battery had 
been organized in September 
1861 by First Lieutenant Jo-
seph M. Knap, Co. L, 28th 
PA, after he was instructed to 
recruit a battery for the regi-
ment. When he arrived in 
Pittsburgh, he found that a 
company had been raised by 

Charles Atwell and James 
McGill for the 63rd PA. The 
new company was diverted to 
the 28th and, with surplus men 
from the regiment, became 
Knap’s Independent Battery E 
of the Pennsylvania Light 
Artillery. Upon designation of 
the battery, Knap was pro-
moted to captain, Atwell to 
first lieutenant, and McGill to 
second lieutenant. By the time 
Henry Atwell joined the bat-
tery in 1863, Joseph Knap 

had resigned and Charles 
Atwell had been promoted to 
captain of the battery. 
     The battery had faced 
Jackson’s men in the Valley, 
and participated in battles at 
Cedar Mountain, Antietam, 
and Chancellorsville. Shortly 
after Henry Atwell joined 
them, the men of Battery E 
saw their final action in the 
eastern theater at Gettysburg. 
In September 1863, they were 
transferred to the Army of the 
Cumberland, arriving just in 
time to take part in the Battle 
of Wauhatchie, TN, on 28-29 
October. 
     Captain Charles Atwell 
was mortally wounded at 
Wauhatchie, succumbing to 
his wounds on 2 November 
1863. Henry Atwell could do 
nothing for his fallen brother 
and continued on with the 
battery for the remainder of 
the war, seeing service at 
Lookout Mountain, Mission 
Ridge, Ringgold, and Peach-
tree Creek. At the close of 
the war, Battery E was near 
Raleigh, NC. They moved 
first to Washington, D.C., 
and then home to Pittsburgh, 
where the men were mus-
tered out on 14 June 

1865. 
     After the war, Henry re-
mained in Pittsburgh until 
1869. He then moved to Alli-
ance, OH, with his father, 
stepmother, and some of his 
siblings. He remained in Alli-
ance for the duration of his 
life, working as a clerk in his 
father’s bank. In that time he 
never married. He also suf-
fered from what was termed a 
nervous condition that often 
left him unable to work. Con-
sidering what Henry saw in 
his teens, today he would 
probably have been diagnosed 
with PTSD. He passed away 
on 31 March 1927. He is bur-
ied in the family plot at Alli-
ance City Cemetery. Charles 
Atwell’s remains were trans-
ferred from a hospital in Ten-
nessee to his native Pitts-
burgh ,where he is buried in 
the family plot in Allegheny 
Cemetery. 

By CAROL BABYAK 
     He wrote Civil War stories, was born in Meigs County, 
Ohio, in 1842, served in the 9th Indiana Infantry, fought at 
Shiloh and wrote about it. As a First Lieutenant on General 
William Hazen’s staff, Bierce was a topographical engineer; 

severely wounded at Kennesaw Moun-
tain, he recovered and returned to the 
Army. His The Devil’s Dictionary is 
lauded as one of the best 100 master-
pieces of American literature. Books about him and his writings can be found in used book 
stores and online. Three of his stories are available on a DVD, made in 2006, including “An 
Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,” which is also acclaimed. Bierce disappeared in 1913 while 
riding with Pancho Villa during the Mexican Revolution; he was never found. 
     Ambrose Bierce… a Civil War veteran who wrote about it. 

YOU SHOULD READ... Ohio-born Civil War veteran AMBROSE BIERCE 
 

Ambrose Bierce during the Civil War 

 

The Atwell Brothers of Battery E, PA Light Artillery 

Gordy Morgan (left), long-time Program Director of the 
MVCWRT, accepted a service award last month from Round 
Table founder Hugh Earnhart. Gordy and his wife Debbie 
have moved to Gettysburg, PA. Hugh reminisced about 
their first meeting; he then spoke about Gordy’s dedicated 
service to the MVCWRT. “The plaque is for Gordy,” Hugh 
commented. “The gavel is for Debbie to keep him in line.” 

Grave marker in Alliance City Cemetery. 

 

 


