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Our May speaker, Kris White, poses a provocative 

question regarding Ambrose Burnside’s actions at An-

tietam to conclude our 2017-2018 campaign: “Was it 

the American version of ‘A Bridge Too Far?’”  

 

Having visited here twice before, the last time in the 

fall of 2012, Kris White is no stranger to the MVCWRT. As co-founder of Emerging Civil War 

(ECW), “a public history-oriented platform for sharing original scholarship re-

lated to the American Civil War,” Kris has helped me recruit several quality 

speakers the past few years from that group’s bureau of experts.            

 

Kris got his B.A. in History from California University of Pennsylvania before 

earning a Master’s in Military History from Norwich University. For nearly 

five years Kris was a staff military historian at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania 

NMP, and for a short time was a Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg. He 

has co-authored several books and penned numerous articles for such publica-

tions as Blue & Gray Magazine and Hallowed Ground. He is also co-editor of the Southern Illinois 

University “Engaging the Civil War” series and editor of the upcoming resurrection of Civil War Reg-

iments: a Journal of the Civil War. In 2016, Kris and ECW co-founder Chris Mackowski were honored 

with the Army Historical Foundation’s Lt. General Trefry Award.  

 

Kris will use Burnside’s fight for the bridge “as a case study to better understand where the failings of 

George McClellan’s leadership ... end and the failings of Ambrose Burnside begin,” and we’ll see “just 

how close the Federals came to winning a decisive victory,” at Antietam.    

 

CELEBRATING OUR NATION AND OUR MEMBERS:  This July, the MVCWRT will cele-

brate the nation’s birthday—and show its appreciation to the members—with a “Yankee Doodle Dandy 

Hot Dog Picnic” July 8th from 4 to 7 PM at A La Cart Catering. We’ll have the toppings for five different 

varieties: Mac & Cheese, Inner Circle, Coney Island, Chicago, and North Carolina Slaw, and sides and 

beverages. The cost will be $5/person, and reservations are required. We’ll have a special mailing the mid-

dle of June to get the slips to you. Guests are encouraged! 

DATE: Monday,  May 14, 2018 @ 6:30 P.M. 

LOCATION: A La Cart Catering, 429 Lisbon St, Canfield, OH 44406 

SPEAKER:  Kristopher White, Education Manager at the Civil War Trust 

 Burnside Bridge at the Battle of Antietam 
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==========================================================================  

Cyclorama Painting Piece Raffle:  Remember that at this 

month’s meeting we’re raffling off a piece of the Gettysburg Cyclorama 

painting. Tickets are 1 for $1, 3 for $2, and 12 for $5.    
 

Keith Rocco Print Raffle: We’re also selling tickets for a framed 

Keith Rocco print titled The Color Guard of the 6th and 15th Texas Con-

solidated, Granbury’s Brigade, Army of Tennessee that we’ll raffle off in 

September when the artist visits.  It’s signed and numbered (335/750) and 

tickets are $5 each. To improve your odds, only 50 will be sold! 

===========================================================================  

TACTICALLY SPEAKING    By Gary Wholf 
 

We often read about skirmishers. The 

skirmishers were normally the first or 

last company in the regiment.  Half of 

the company (a platoon) would be or-

dered out in front of the regiment, forming 

a single rank about 5-10 paces apart to cov-

er the front of the regiment at a distance de-

termined by the commander of the regiment. 

Their purpose was to find the enemy and slow 

his advance. The other platoon (the reserve), would 

remain formed in line at some distance to the rear and cen-

tered on the skirmish line.  
 

When heavily engaged the skirmishers would retire to form 

on the reserve. The reformed company would then fall back 

to its original position in line.  
 

Any questions or requests email gary.wholf1@yahoo.com. 

Later this year we will discuss color guards, colors, and uniforms.    

 

 

Edwin Cole Bearss: To conclude the preface of his 2006 book Fields of Battle: Pivotal Battles of 

the Civil War, Ed Bearss talks about his life as the “Dean of all Civil War Historians”: 
 

I am a man of the battlefields. I am as enthusiastic today about the various programs that I 

lead as I was when I first took a group out. All in all—it is a good life and I am thankful to all 

for helping to keep me young.      

 

Ed recently took a spill down a couple of steps and is convalescing. We wish him a speedy recovery.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiF8_WVqcbaAhXQg-AKHeeeDbYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/493707177875422965/&psig=AOvVaw0mtNW3yd903gmRU3wbRBow&ust=1524226722910260
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In memoriam: Daniel Benjamin Fink—May 4, 1941 – April 6, 

2018. Dan and his wife Charen were long-time members of the MVCWRT be-

fore they moved to Southport, North Carolina, to help form the Brunswick Civil 

War Roundtable. On the Adopt-a-Position trips to Gettysburg, Dan was our 

commissary sergeant, cooking lunch for the work crew in his dependable Dutch 

oven. On one trip, Dan—active with the Boy Scouts for 52 years—helped lift 

the spirits of a pack of famished scouts hiking Culp’s Hill with ice cream he had 

made himself. It was as much a thrill for Dan as it was those young people.  
 

Although no longer residents of the Mahoning Valley, Dan and Charen still 

managed to attend some of our meetings and even joined us on a couple of our Spring/Fall tours. 

 

The Grants and the Browns in the Mahoning Valley: Our Valley boasts several players 

on the national stage with roots here. Two of those are Ulysses Grant and John Brown. The details are 

sketchy, but what follows is the general story of the Grants in Ohio.     
 

Like many of the pioneers of the Western Reserve, Noah Grant, Ulysses’ grandfather, came west from 

Connecticut. His first stop was Greensburg in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, where in 1792, he 

married Rachel Kelly. Here they had four children: Susan, Jesse (Ulysses’ father), Margaret, and Noah.  
 

Joining in the westward push, in 1799 Noah Grant moved his young family to East Liverpool in Ohio, 

where a son was born. Three years later, a son and a daughter were born after the family moved to the 

newly-incorporated township of Youngstown. Here, the Grants lived among 

Youngstown’s pioneer families. In 1804, Noah Grant moved his family to Deer-

field, just west of Canfield in Portage County, where he opened a tannery. It was 

here that, tragically, on April 5, 1805, Rachel Grant died.    
 

Unable to care for six children without a mother, Noah Grant, as was the custom 

in those days, sent them to live with relatives and friends: two were given to the 

care of an older brother from Noah’s first marriage, and two others lived on a 

farm with Colonel James Hillman. Eleven-year-old Jesse and the remaining sib-

lings lived with their father in Youngstown, working at various jobs until in 1808, when Judge George 

Tod and his wife, Sallie, took him and his sister Susan into their home.   
 

Jesse Grant always praised Sallie, and it was Mrs. Tod who taught him to read and write. However, by 

the time Jesse was 16 years old, he was ready to move on and start a life of his own. From 1810 to 

1812, he apprenticed in a tannery in Deerfield before joining his half-brother Peter in that business in 

Maysville, Kentucky.  
 

In 1815, at the age of 21, Jesse Grant returned to Deerfield and lived in the home of Owen Brown and 

worked in Brown’s tannery. Also living in that home (which stands to this day) was the future aboli-

tionist John Brown. Writing later, Jesse Grant described John Brown as “a man of great purity of char-

acter, of high moral and physical courage, but a fanatic and extremist in whatever he advocated.” 

Jesse Root Grant 
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Member ancestor—Thirty-Six Feet of Winans: That was Lincoln’s reply when 

MVCWRT member Larry Winans’s great-great grandfather told the president that he had six sons—all 

over six feet tall—fighting for the Union. Larry’s great grandfather was too young to join the army, but 

the young man had six brothers who did, and three never returned home.   
 

David Winans of the 18 PA Cavalry was killed at Hanover, Pennsylvania, on June 29, 1863, and is 

buried at Gettysburg National Cemetery. The second, James, a private in the 150 PA, was captured on 

the first day at Gettysburg and was incarcerated at Andersonville Prison for nearly a year before he 

died in May of 1864. Third to make the ultimate sacrifice was Jason Winans of the 83 PA. Jason sur-

vived the fighting on Little Round Top on July 2nd but was killed in February 1865 at Hatcher’s Run. 
 

The three surviving sons were Samuel of the 169 Drafted Militia; Chadwick of the 109 PA; and John, 

who missed the war when on his way to enlist he fell off a wagon and broke his leg. Larry has three 

ancestors who fought on the Confederate side, but he knows very little about them.  

 

Shelby Foote: In one of the more memorable scenes of Ken Burns’s documentary, The Civil War, 

Shelby Foote talks about U.S. Grant at the Battle of the Wilderness: 
 

Right in the middle of the Battle of the Wilderness, all the staff men who’d been fighting in the 

East all this time—Grant had just come from the West—kept talking “Bobby Lee, Bobby Lee, 

he’ll do this, that, and the other.” And Grant finally told them, “I’m tired of hearing about 

Bobby Lee. You’d think he was going to do a double somersault and land in our rear. Quit 

thinking about what he’s going to do to you and think about what you’re going to do to him. 

Bring some guns up here.” Things like that. Grant, he’s wonderful.  
 

You can still sign up for the Spring Tour of the Wilderness Battlefield with our friends at Civil War 

Excursions. The cost is $55/person. Call Dan Welch at 330.###.#### to sign up.    
 

We’re also planning a tour of Civil War sites in Columbiana County concentrating on Morgan’s Raid 

with our own Tim Brookes. We’ll be sending out emails when we have all of the details.   

    

Thank you to all who helped: At last month’s meeting, we recognized our past presidents, 

and we appreciate their stepping up to help. We also get wonderful help from the gang that reliably 

rotates to sell book raffle tickets: Gene Mallon, Randy Henry, Pat Phelan, Ray Villers, and Bill Rich-

ardson. Special thanks to Charen Fink and Carole Babyak for contributing material for the newsletter.   
 

We owe a great deal of gratitude to Shelly at A La Cart for providing delicious food and ensuring great 

service. Dave Duchek gives invaluable service keeping track of the member list and sending out the 

newsletter, and Ray Vanderpool reliably keeps our finances in order. Gary Wholf not only efficiently 

conducts the meetings, but he also comes up with great ideas to make the round table experience a 

unique one and contributes to the newsletter. Thank you, also, to Dan Welch for setting up our twice-

yearly tours. My wife Debbie helps me at every turn, and finally, we all appreciate everything that 

Hugh Earnhart has done in building such a quality organization. I apologize if I missed anyone.   


