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Almost two years ago to the day, Traci Manning, Curator 
of Education for the Mahoning Valley Historical Society, 
presented to our group an interesting talk about a mid-
nineteenth century character who she says fascinates her, 
John Wilkes Booth. Tonight in a fill-in role, Traci will 

talk about the life of another important personality from that era—one less well known to the world but fa-
miliar to history buffs in the Mahoning Valley, David Tod.    
 

Traci earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Religion with a minor in Civil War Era Studies from Gettysburg 
College, and a Master of Arts Degree in Applied History from Shippensburg University in Pennsylvania. 
She also studied Secondary Social Studies Education at Wilson College in Chambersburg, PA. Known to 
many of our friends in the National Park Service, Traci spent six years working at various Civil War battle-
fields including Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Harpers Ferry. Traci came to the MVHS in 2012, and by work-
ing with schools and introducing new and varied programs aimed at a diverse population, has helped im-
prove the organization’s outreach numbers by 300%.  
 

Tonight’s presentation will be about the life of David Tod, a local man instrumental in raising troops for the 
Union war effort. A successful businessman and influential politician, Tod was known to many powerful 
men in Washington, including the president, himself.  
 

 

WINTER WEATHER: The night before last month’s meeting, wet snow fell, and the day after, a 

light but steady snow started falling around noon, making travel an adventure—“Winter is Coming.”  
 

Antone’s doesn’t close because of severe weather; they prepare to host us no matter what. Speakers 
show up and expect to be compensated for their time. We can’t cancel or reschedule, so we will hold 
our meetings and leave it to each of you to use good judgement.     
 

FALL 2016 BATTLEFIELD DONATIONS:  The MVCWRT donated $160 to the Mosby Herit-

age Area Association, a group with members from all walks of life who understand that “the historical and 
scenic resources of the Mosby Heritage Area have been and will continue to be preserved only through the 
combined efforts and stewardship of caring people.” (mosbyheritagearea.org/)  

DATE: Monday,  January 9, 2017 @ 6:30 P.M. 
LOCATION: Antone’s, 8578 Market Street, Boardman, Ohio 

SPEAKER:  Traci Manning, MVHS Curator of Education 
 Governor David Tod of Youngstown 
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By Charen Fink 
 

Much has been written about Civil War medicine, but there is still much more to be learned about the 
beginning ineptness early in the war to modern innovations by war’s end. Not only did people not 
know about microbes and disease, but they had no clue how to treat them. Oh, they had their share of 
home remedies, but they either were not effective or made a person worse and sometimes died from 
the “cure.” Perhaps this will give another perspective to what men and women in the mid-nineteenth 
century had to embrace. 
 

One of the worse diseases was small pox; however, vaccination had been available and widely used 
since 1776 when General George Washington ordered it for all his troops. For several reasons, many of 
the troops on both sides had not been inoculated. The next dreaded disease was typhoid fever (17% of 
all military deaths in 1861). This was caused by unclean water, generally by exposure to human feces.  
By 1865 the mortality rate was 56% of all who contracted this disease. 
 

Initially each state was responsible for choosing a troop doctor, and some of these were politically ap-
pointed regardless of how qualified they were. Some states required examinations to be done on the 
men entering service; of the doctors from the mid-western states, Ohio’s doctors were the best. Of the 
first-called volunteers in 1861, 20% were discharged for disabilities. These involved syphilitics, men 
older than 60, hernias, no teeth or missing teeth. One reported case was that of a doctor who examined 
over 90 recruits in one hour. In Chicago, one doctor had the recruits pass him en masse. 
 

Initially, the major problem was teaching recruits field sanitation as personal hygiene and use of toilet 
facilities was lacking. In some units the men relieved themselves wherever it was convenient. Those 
officers of the Regular Army indoctrinated the men in the use of latrines. When this was supported, the 
incidence of disease was lower. 
 

Other causes of poor health were food and clothing. Initially states were responsible for outfitting the 
regiments, but then they would present the Federal government with the bill for these items. Some 
troops were given shoddy uniforms that quickly fell apart after several marches. Rather than using a 
common kitchen for a company of 100, the men formed informal messes. He who could boil water was 
chosen to be cook, otherwise they drew straws. The food was either overcooked, under cooked, ex-
tremely salty, too hard to consume without soaking first or fried. Ailments were referred to as “death 
from the frying pan.” 
 

Desiccated vegetables came into being, but the troops called it “decimated vegetables” as not fit for the 
hogs. Another food problem was rationing. Each soldier was issued rations for several days but would 
eat all of it in one day and then go hungry for several days. 
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Civilian efforts both North and South began with relief societies in the South and the Sanitary Com-
mission in the North. The Commission was under the guidance of Dr. Henry Bellows and Mary Liv-
ermore, who organized the Sanitary Fair to raise funds and supplies for the Northern troops. The wom-
en did all the 
work. The South 
never coordinated 
their various organizations. Both sides established Soldier’s Homes or Soldier’s Rests, the forerunner 
of the USO.   
 

There will be more on the not so well known women who served and sacrificed to give comfort and 
aid to sick and wounded soldiers. 
 

SCHEDULE OF SPEAKERS FOR 2017 
2/13 - David Castle, assistant professor of history at Ohio University Eastern: “Secession: Self-
determination or Rebellion?” 
3/13 - Michael Kraus, Curator for the Pittsburgh Soldier’s and Sailors’ Memorial: “The Irish Brigade” 
4/10 - Sue Boardman, Leadership Program Associate Director for the Gettysburg Foundation: “The 
Gettysburg Cyclorama” 
5/8 - Daniel Davis, former historian at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park and 
Appomattox Court House National Historic Site: “Upton's Assault at Spotsylvania” 
 

GENERAL LEE’S HEADQUARTERS AT GETTYSBURG: On Friday, October 28, the 

Civil War Trust and other friends gathered in Gettysburg to announce that the year-long effort to re-
store the site of Lee’s Headquarters on the Chambersburg Pike had 
been completed. CWT president, Jim Lighthizer, said, “Today, we can 
truly celebrate one of the Civil War Trust’s keystone successes in the 
last 30 years,” which he called an accomplishment that “every indi-
vidual and organization involved should take pride.”   
 

The $6 million restoration took more than a year and included return-
ing the landscape to its 1863 appearance and installing an interpretive walking trail on the property.  
 

Ten modern structures on the surrounding property and several post-war additions on the house had to 
be removed. The work also included adding a “historically 
appropriate” cedar shingle roof, a garden and picket fence, and 
a dog house. Next spring, the Living Legacy Project will plant 
twenty-four apple trees to complete the property’s return to its 
July, 1863 appearance.  
 

Several major contributors helped the CWT raise the money, 
including the FedEx Corporation, the NPS, the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission, generous individuals, and 11,000 Trust members who raised $1.1 
on their own.        

Reference: Denney, Robert E. Civil War Medicine, Care & Comfort of the Wounded. New 
York: Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., pgs. 7-12. 
 

old view 

new view 
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Will Greene to retire: On February 28 of 2017, our good friend Will Greene will retire as Exec-

utive Director of Pamplin Historical Park, the position he’s held since January of 1995. We’d like to 
say that Will can now take it easy, but he’s currently engaged in writing a three-volume history with a 
385-page bibliography of the Petersburg Campaign for the UNC Press, so you can forget that.   
 

Prior to taking the job at Pamplin, Will served for five years as Executive Director of the Association 
for the Preservation of Civil War Sites (January 1990-December 1994), which as we all know has 
evolved into the leading entity in preserving Civil War sites. Will worked as the Park Historian at 
Fredericksburg from April 1985 to December 1989.  
 

The MVCWRT and the entire Civil War history community are deeply indebted to Will for his service 
to preservation and education and wish him good luck in all future endeavors.    
 

Charles Anderson: At our October meeting, David Dixon delivered a fascinating presentation on 

the life of Charles Anderson, a relatively unknown character who seemed to be everywhere and knew 
many of the important people of the mid-nineteenth century. In his book The Lost Gettysburg Address, 
Dixon describes Anderson’s complicated views of race and the Union:  
 

The issue of race had perplexed Charles Anderson from childhood. He found it nearly impossi-
ble to reconcile his moral misgivings concerning slavery with the political expediency that en-
shrined the peculiar institution into the Constitution. It was a repugnant bargain, yet it held the 
Union together. The innate superiority of the white race was a nearly uncontested scientific 
fact to practically every white American, from John C. Calhoun to renowned abolitionist Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison. Pseudoscientists calling themselves “phrenologists” claimed that skull 
measurements proved that innate differences made the Negro race akin to a separate species. 
Historians and politicians of the day added fuel to the fire when they suggested that the natural 
characteristics of an Anglo-Saxon “race” meant that white people were chosen by God to rule 
lesser humans. This was more than Anderson could stand. He launched a withering attack on 
the idea of an “Anglo-Saxon destiny” at the Philomathesian Society at Kenyon College on Au-
gust 8, 1849. Few in the audience that day had heard anything remotely like it.  

 

Kenyon College is located in Gambier in central Ohio. Founded in 1824, it is the oldest private college 
in the state and boasts President Rutherford B. Hayes among its most notable graduates.   
 

Book Reviews from the Civil War News: Don’t Give an Inch: The Second Day at Gettys-

burg, July 2, 1863—From Little Round Top to Cemetery Ridge, by Chris Mackowski, Kristopher 
White, and Daniel T. Davis, Emerging Civil War Authors.  
 

I feature Don’t Give an Inch in this spot because Chris Mackowski spoke to our group in September, 
Kris White was going to present to us this month before a job opportunity with the Civil War Trust 
came up, and Daniel Davis will visit in May. Civil War Times reviewer Jay Jorgensen calls the book, 
which is formatted as a driving tour of the battlefield, “a well-written, fast-paced guide that provides 
readers with a good introduction to the fighting on July 2.”  


